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longed near work during the evenings. In myopes it arises from use of the 
eyes in distant vision. In some cases the insomnia is the only symptom 
noted, but the relief from eye-strain is sufficient to secure normal sleep.— 
Archive* d’Ophthalmologic, June, 1900. 

Iritis in the Prognosis of Syphilis.— A. Trousseau (Paris) reports a series 
of observations in support of a view of Fournier, that iritis in syphilis is of 
grave prognostic significance. Of G1 cases 21 had passed from under observa¬ 
tion; of the other 40, G had experienced but slight trouble; 12 became 
tabetic; 8 had various cerebral manifestations of syphilis; 2 had died, prob¬ 
ably of cerebral or visceral lesions, and the othera had suffered from serious 
tertiary symptoms, chiefly of the nervous system.— Annates d'Oculistique, 
May, 1900. 

[Only about 3 percent, of all cases of syphilis suffer from iritis; but in 
these cases it is evidently of especial importance, as Trousseau urges, to 
keep the patient under observation and prolonged systematic treatment.] 

Visual Disturbances in Acromegaly.— W. A. Holden (New York) states 
that nearly two hundred cases of acromegaly have been reported, and that 
visual disturbances have been noted in about one-half of them. In over 50 
per cent, of these there has been concentric contraction of the visual field, 
with diminution of central acuteness of vision. In somewhat less than 50 
per cent, there has been bitemporal hemianopsia, absolute or for colors only, 
with or without some contraction of the nasal halves of the fields. In half a 
dozen cases there has been homonymous hemianopsia, absolute or for colors 
only, and in one case there was found binasal hemianopsia. 

There is no special time for the appearance of visual symptoms. These 
come on, occasionally, soon after the enlargement of the extremities is noticed, 
but usually not until years after, and the disease may exist for ten or fifteen 
years without the appearance of any visual disturbance whatever. —Archives 
of Neurology and Psychopathology, v. iii. 
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Monilethrix.—E. Wood Rugples ( Journal of Cutaneous and Genito¬ 
urinary Diseases, November, 1900) reports a case of this rare affection of 
the hair, characterized by a nodose or beaded condition, resulting in bald¬ 
ness of the invaded area, whether on the scalp or other portion of the body. 
In this affection there exist alternate enlargements and contractions of the 
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liair-Bhaft, the enlargements or nodes being long and spindle-shaped, causing 
marked variations in the diameter of the hairs. The most plausible theory 
as to its etiology is that it is a trophoneurosis, no bacteria being found. 
McCall Anderson found fourteen cases in five generations, and Sabouraud 
seventeen cases in five generations. In the present case the legs (both 
surfaces) were the sent of the disease, the patient being a man, aged thirty- 
six years. 

Carcinoma Hemorrhagica Developed on a Ntevus Vasculosns.—D ub- 
reuilh and Rocher (Journal de Med. de Bordeaux, June 10,1900) record the 
case of a woman, aged fifty-four years, who four years before began to show 
progressive degenerative changes in a ncevus that had previously remained 
quiescent. A hemorrhagic tumor gradually occupied the former simple 
nxvus, which ou extirpation was found to be composed of polymorphous 
cells, with large, oval nuclei and a finely granular protoplasm. 

Variations in the Elimination of Urea in Dermatitis Herpetiformis.— 
Hardouin (Annates de Dermatologic et de Syphiligraphie , 1900, No. 11), as 
the result of his observations, concludes that there is a constant relationship 
between the variations in the excretion of urea and the eruptive outbreaks 
undergone by the patient with dermatitis herpetiformis (painful polymorphous 
dermatitis). The attacks always take place after a period of hypoazoturia, 
and always coincide with a considerable increase in the elimination of urea, 
although this increase may have already begun before the outbreak or may 
be the immediate sequence of it The author offers no explanation of this 
relationship, believing that new observations are necessary before forming 
any definite conclusions. 

Epicarin.— Pfeiffenberger (Dermatologische Zcilschrift, December, 
1900), who has employed epicarin in more than fifty children, from one to 
fourteen years of age, has found it a most valuable remedy in scabies and 
prurigo. In the former the effect was always prompt, a cure being obtained 
without any irritation, even in the severest cases, after five or six inunctions. 
The annoying itching disappeared in most cases after the first rubbing, and 
the average duration of treatment was less than nine days. In prurigo the 
action of the remedy was quicker and more certain even than in scabies, the 
itching disappearing with the first inunction and the papules vanishing with 
the desquamation which followed. The following formula was used: Epi¬ 
carin, 7; cret. alb., 2; vaselin, 30; lanolin, 15; axung. pore., 45. 

A New Case of Protozoic Dermatitis.—D. W. Montgomery (British 
Journal of Dermatology , October, 1900) reports the following interesting 
case: A man, aged twenty-one years, entered the German Hospital of San 
Francisco apparently suffering from pulmonary consumption. His disease 
began with cough seven or eight months previous to his entrance into the 
hospital. The skin lesions, the first of which appeared over the right eye, 
began as dark red, circumscribed nodules, with purulent tops. The tops 
ulcerating, ulcers with overhanging, ragged edges formed with dirty, uneven 
floor, covered by a scab. The nodules, which became quite large, projected 
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well out from the skin anti were constricted at the base, resembling the 
lesions of mycosis fungotde3 and those occasionally seen in iodide of potas¬ 
sium poisoning. They caused no particular discomfort nor were they tender 
upon pressure. The lesions were situated upon the scalp, face, arms, neck, 
buttocks, and thighs, and numbered between twenty-five and thirty. Micro¬ 
scopical examination of an excised tumor showed coccidioid micro-organisms 
in great numbers. The patient dying two months later, autopsy disclosed 
numerous large abscesses in the neck, subcutaneous tissues over the chest, 
in the pleural cavity, and the lung, all communicating with one another. 
In the. pus of these abscesses coccidia-like bodies were easily demonstrable. 
The lesions were composed of granulation tissue with giant cells and numer¬ 
ous small abscesses. The micro-organisms were found in the giant cells and 
scattered free in the granulation tissue, but very rarely in the abscesses. 
Inoculation of a rabbit was without result. 

Sapolan.— Meacek {Archiv fur Dermatologic und Syphilis, Band liii., Heft 
2 and 3), at a recent session of the Vienna Dermatological Society, intro¬ 
duced a new remedial agent for the treatment of diseases of the skin under 
the name of sapolan. It is composed of 2.5 parts of a specially extracted and 
fractionally distilled naphtha product, 1.5 parts lanolin and 3 to 4 per cent, 
soap, for the purpose of giving it consistency. Employed in five cases of 
acute eczema, recovery took place in from three to six days; in two cases of 
chronic eczema rapid improvement occurred after its use. In two cases of 
senile pruritus the itching was immediately relieved and a cure took place 
in two to three weeks. It was also successfully employed in impetigo con¬ 
tagiosa, scabies, ecthyma, and urticaria. 

The Tuberculides.—T. Colcott Fox (British Journal of Dermatology, No¬ 
vember, 1900) makes a full investigation of this subject, based on the exist¬ 
ing literature and his own experience, and concludes that although the 
pathogeny of these eruptions is not yet placed on a firm basis, yet there 
exists evidence, both positive and exclusive, pointing to their tuberculous 
origin; they are not the result of a cachexia or a secondary change 
arising on a soil prepared by tuberculous infection. The toxinic theory (as 
propounded by Hallopcau) may be excluded, and in this connection it may 
be noted that tuberculous eruptions are rare in cases of phthisis—cases in 
which one would expect to note toxins circulating in the blood. In syphilitic 
eruptions analogous in many respects to the tuberculous cutaneous manifes¬ 
tations occur regularly as a part of the general infection; but in tuberculosis 
a systemic infection with bacilli is less frequent: the tuberculous infection 
has a far greater tendency to remain local. 

The Bacteriology of One Form of Eczema.— Whitfield (British Journal 
of Dermatology, November, 1900), confining his investigations to a single 
form of eczema, viz., that commonly known as dry eczema (seborrhcea 
sicca), found in all of twelve cases examined bacteriologically a coccus of 
variable size, usually occurring in pairs, the cocci joined by their long axes, 
resembling gonococci; it also occurred in groups and in short chains. This 
coccus grew freely upon gelatin, which it did not liquefy, producing a wax- 
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like streak with slightly crenated edges, at first grayish-white in color, later 
becoming yellow in some cases, in others remaining of the original grayish- 
white color. On agar the white growth was indistinguishable from the 
staphylococcus pyogenes albus. On potato the growth was abundant and 
slimy. The organism was readily stained by the Weigert-Gram method. 
Although obtained in a pure culture in one instance, it was usually asso¬ 
ciated with various other organisms. Inoculation experiments upon the 
author’s own person failed to produce more than a trifling disturbance of 
the horny layer, which healed immediately. The author does not believe 
the presence of this organism accidental, but thinks a certain predisposition 
is necessary in order to establish itself. It corresponds almost exactly with 
the staphylococcus cereus, albus and flavus, and also appears to be identical 
with the micro-organism found by Merrill in seborrhceic eczema. 

An Outbreak of Herpes Zoster.—0. Dopteb {Gazelle da EOpitaux, De¬ 
cember 5, 1899) records an instance where a slight 'epidemic of sore-throat 
occurred in a regiment of soldiers, in several of which cases there appeared 
herpes Z03ter, two officers who occupied the same sleeping room being 
affected, one with intercostal and the other with femoral herpes zoster. 

Cutaneous Affections Occurring in the Course of Graves’ Disease.—S. 
E. Dore (. British Journal of Dermatology , October, 1900) first calls attention 
to abnormal pigmentation, practically much like that met with in Addison's 
disease, the writer reporting a case in which the lesions of the skin were at 
first looked upon as being lichen planus and then as vitiligo. [It is to be 
noted in Graves’ disease that the pigmentation occurs chiefly as an excess of 
the normal pigment of the body.] The writer also calls attention to the 
existence of trophic changes in the skin and its appendages, hyperidrosis, 
erythematous eruptions, cedema, and other conditions resembling eczema, 
acne, etc. Vasoconstrictors, especially digitalis and ergot, are considered 
valuable remedies. 

Vegetative Dermatitis of Nurslings.— Perrin {Aimaks de Dermatofogie 
el de Syphiligraphie, 1900, No. 10), under the above title, describes three 
cases of an unusual cutaneous affection observed in nursing children. The 
disease consisted of plaques of a deep red, sharply limited, more or less 
regularly rounded, and decidedly elevated above the neighboring parts. 
They presented a vegetating surface, and were formed by the union of small 
papulo-pustules. These plaques varied in size from a twenty-centime piece 
to a two-franc piece, and were situated upon the face, the wrists (usually the 
extensor surface), and upon the external surfaces of the thighs and legs. 
The Bkin around them presented no alteration. In all the cases observed 
the infants seemed to be otherwise in good health, but in every instance 
were the subjects of a more or less abundant seborrhcea of the scalp. The 
disease was an acute one, lasting from fifteen days to three weeks, the dura¬ 
tion depending upon whether it was treated or not. Under treatment it 
rapidly disappeared. Bacteriological examination showed the presence of 
yellow and white staphylococci, a small bacillus, and a small coccus. The 
possibility of the drug origin of the lesions was excluded. 
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Scarlatn'niform Erythema of Parasitic Origin.— Pascal {Annales de Der¬ 
matology et de Syphiligraphie, 1900, Nos. 8 and 9) reports a number of cases 
of scarlatiniform eruption occurring in soldiers employed in sifting barley. 
The eruption was most marked upon the uncovered parts of the body, such 
as the hands, the forearms, the face, and especially the neck. It was accom¬ 
panied by severe itching and burning, and in one case some degree of fever 
was present for the first twenty-four hours. More or less abundant desqua¬ 
mation followed. The affection was found to be due to the irritant dust 
arising, during the sifting of the grain, from innumerable smalt butterflies 
which covered the barley. 

The Nature of the So-called Angioneuroses of the Skin.— Torok 
(Archiv fur Dermatologic und Syphilis , Band liii., Heft 2 and 3) concludes, 
from his own investigations and those of others, that all those characteristics 
by which one distinguishes certain changes of the skin as angioneurotic in 
contradistinction to inflammatory changes are not proof against careful 
criticism. A careful examination of the changes occurring in the skin in 
urticaria, in erythema multiforme, and in erythema nodosum leads one to 
include them among the simple inflammations. 

A Tumor of Sarcomatous Appearance Produced by Multiple Foreign 
Bodies.— Dubreuilh and VENOT {Annales de Dermatologic et de Syphili¬ 
graphie, 1900, No. 10) report a case of tumor, situated upon the first phalanx 
of the right index finger, which followed a wound produced by a piece of 
oyster-shell. The tumor was the size and shape of an almond and only 
slightly painful on strong pressure. It was quite soft and fluctuating, but 
upon puncture nothing but a few drops of blood escaped. A diagnosis of 
myxosarcoma was made and excision practised. Upon microscopical ex¬ 
amination the neoplasm was found to be composed of young connective 
tissue divided into unequal and irregular lobules, which contained numerous 
small abscesses. In a certain number of these abscesses numerous small 
foreign bodies were present, which proved on examination to be fragments 
of oyster-shell. A certain number of giant cells were observed containing 
from ten to fifty peripheral nuclei and in some cases a minute fragment of 
oyster-shell. The authors refer to a somewhat similar case reported by 
Spitzer. 
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Ozsnous Complications of the Ear.—P. Lk Croix (Ann. des Mal.de 
FOreille, etc., November, 1899) has observed in a series of 42 patients affected 
with oziena the ear more or less diseased in 30. Most of the ear affections 
were ambilateral, and consisted in chronic catarrhal otitis media. 



